
THE USE OF "SCOTT AND JONES."*

(A First Latin Course.)

By Mtss Hilda Fountain.

In writing this paper I have tried to set forth the method which,
so it seems to me, is intended by the writers of the book. And
for this purpose, I shall frequentty refer to the Preface which
many of you have doubtless read. I advise everjmne (whenevei
a difficulty arises) to re-read this Preface. It is worth while to
study it carefully before beginning to use the book.

Scope.—First of all, it will be well to see what is the scope of
this First Latin Course, and we find that it gives us :—

(1) Nouns of the First, Second and Third Declensions, Singular
and Plural.

(2) Adjectives of both classes.
(3) Pronouns: Personal, Reflexive and Interrogative.
(4) Verbs: Present Indicative of the four Conjugations

Active and Passive, and Infinitive and Imperative
in the Active only. Also the Present, Imperfect and
Future of the verb Sum.

(5) Prepositions : In, Ex, Ante, Ab, etc.
Preparatory Schools differ, I believe, in what they require

from a boy of nine or ten when he enters the school, and though
they may say The Declensions and the Four Conjugations
Active Voice, I am sure they would be well satisfied if half only
of this book had been carefully worked and thoroughly mastered
by a new boy.

Then, being quite clear in our own minds as to the scope of the
book as a whole, we must next notice the scope of the pages set
for the term's work. Take the first ten pages for instance. We
find there are four chapters (1) The First gives the Nominative
Singular of Masculine, Feminine and Neuter nouns from the
First and Second Declensions with adjectives of the First Class.
(2) The Second Chapter gives the Nominative Plural of the
same nouns and adjectives. (3) The Third Chapter gives the
Genitive Singular of the same nouns and adjectives. (4) The
Fourth Chapter the Genitive Plural of the same. This does not
seem much for a term's work, and if some of us find difficulty in
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getting through it, it is because we cannot see the wood for the
trees. If we consider the various sections as so many aids
towards reaching that goal, we shall be more likeh^ to attain it.

Method.—In taking the first lesson, I should begin with the
Lectio, writing the four words via, scutum, insula, and gladius,
on the blackboard, and giving the meaning of each before putting
the book into the pupil's hand. Then, when he knows the
names of the things he is going to read about, let him begin.
The teacher should read each sentence first, the pupil repeating
and translating with assistance. I would always encourage a
pupil to find out the meaning himself, giving him help by
suggesting French or English words derived from the Latin.
Having been through the first lectio in this way, I should let
the child read, it in Latin and translate, seeing how much he
could do without help.

Then comes the Proverbium, which the teacher is urged in
the Preface to make a part of each lesson, the object being to
add to the pupil's vocabularj^ and to ensure an approximately
correct pronunciation.

And another advantage of the proverbs is that they impress
(unconsciously perhaps) the grammatical point of each lesson.
When you notice that the first few proverbs give examples of
the agreement of the adjective with its noun, that the next are
chosen to illustrate the Genitive Case, followed by others con
taining examples of the Accusative Case, you will see the use
of committing them to memory.

A Colloquium generally follows each Lectio and prepares the
way for the Viva Voce. It can be read and translated by
teacher and pupil or by two pupils, and had better be done
twice so that each pupil does the whole.

Perhaps you have heard it said that there are no Declensions
in Scott and Jones, or there is no Grammar, but wait. We are
coming to the Viva Voce now, which may be the most important
part, for it is sure to give rise to a need for some grammatical
explanation. We may find that this goes very well at first, the
pupil giving answers in which the adjective agrees with the noun
in a perfectly satisfactory and surprising way, but a sudden
mistake makes us aware that the pupil's fluency was parrot-like,
being quite unintentional.

There is no foundation as yet. And now comes the
opportunity to explain the wh\^ and the wherefore. This is
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what we read in the Preface : " the grammar while advancing
pari passu with the reading, should be absolutely systematic ;
that the grammar should be leamt by living practice, not by
rote, and that every effort should be made to discourage the
learning of grammatical forms divorced from their proper
context." Here we recognize one of the principles of the
Gouin Method.

We must use the names of genders, cases and tenses even if
the children have not learnt any English Grammar.

The Examination Questions give us a clue as to the use of
this part of the teaching. The children should be encouraged to
make up sentences on a given subject, e.g., quite lately they
have been asked to write a conversation between a general and
a soldier, and sentences about Crassus.

If the Viva Voce takes the form of a conversation, the teacher
must insist on the answers to questions being in the form of a
complete sentence.

The Viva Voce is very fully suggested in the early chapters,
and if we or rather the pupils find it tedious^we have the writers'
permission to use our own discretion.

In using this book with small boys or girls in Class IT, it is
not advisable thatjthe'English-Latin exercises should be written,-
but with beginners in Class) III., I think it is well to do so as
there is time enough for it. They should be written straight
off without reference to the Vocabulary. Unless the children
show a wish to learn the vocabulary, I should tell them] the
English of the new words in the Latin-English exercises, and
afterwards test their knowledge of them by writing on the
blackboard, and having them leamt before the exercise is
written. Where the children do not write the exercise it should

be done orally.';
Those of us who have taught Latin from the ordinary

grammars must appreciate the freshness and interest of this book.
A little girl of eleven, who had been learning Latin about two

months, when walking in Chester, and looking at the walls
exclaimed, Quam multae portae sunt, portae sunt quinque,"
That she should 'express herself in Latin, when seeing the old
Roman'city with its relics of the past, showed the reality of the
speech and its appropriateness in her mind. I was as pleased
at that as I should have been if she had begun to talk French
on landing at Calais.


